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Commandant's Corner
July has been an active month. We had our Monthly meeting on July 6th and commemorated the 55th
anniversary of the death of the Detachments name sake L/Cpl Robert J. Slattery. SgtMaj Eddie Neas
made the presentation and a wreath was placed in front of our Meeting place the American Legion
Hall in Whippnay. After the meeting we had sandwiches and soft drinks to honor Robert Slattery.
A personal treasure was found and returned to the Family of a deceased Marine, Sgt John McAdams
Jr.
A sad but eventful day for all.
Semper Fi,
Paul J. Brown
Commandant

SCHEDULE EVENTS 2022
Please see below schedule of events. If you have any events please send to me and I will update.
Please include: Date of event ~ Type of event ~ Cost if any ~ Contact info if needed
Aug 3, 2022 - Live meeting
Sep 10, 2022 - 1300 to 1600 - "Summer Social"
Sep 15, 2022 - "Golf Outing"

Eagle Scout ceremony for Arnik Narang

All Hands, Hi All I’m back
I had the honor of attending the Eagle Scout ceremony for Arnik Narang from Troop 12
Note I gave Jayson Melhorn his cert that I had on hand, his ceremony was 3/14/20 but was
canceled because of Covid. He was so happy to get the cert, he said you can always trust
Marines to get the job done.
Eagle Scout is the highest advancement rank in Boy Scouting. Since 1912 more than two
Million Boy Scouts have earned the Eagle Scout rank. In the words of the Eagle Scout Promise,
Eagles do their best each day to make their training an example, their rank and their influence
count strongly for better Scouting and for better citizenship in their troop, in their community, and
in their contacts with other people. To this they pledge their sacred honor
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This Month in USMC History
JULY
4 July 1801: President Thomas Jefferson reviewed the Marines, led by the Commandant of the Marine
Corps, LtCol William W. Burrows and the Marine Band, on the White House grounds. The smartly
uniformed Marines performed drills and fired various salutes in observance of the new nation's 25th
anniversary.
6 July 1990: One of the oldest and most versatile attack aircraft in Marine Corps history, the A-4
Skyhawk, retired from the Corps' active aviation structure after over 30 years of service. The last two
Skyhawks from MAG-32 flew their initial flight from Cherry Point to NAS Patuxent River on this date.
7 July 1941: The 1st Marine Aircraft Wing was activated at Quantico, Virginia. Within a year of activation,
the Wing would participate in the Marine Corps offensive at Guadalcanal. That bitter campaign would be
the first in a series of legendary battles in which the Wing would add luster to its reputation. The 1stMAW
would earn five Presidential Unit Citations for gallantry in campaigns spanning World War II, Korea, and
Vietnam.
11 July 1798: President John Adams approved "An Act for Establishing and Organizing a Marine Corps",
and it became law. The following day, the President appointed William Ward Burrows the Major
Commandant of the new Corps. In August, Major Burrows opened his headquarters in Philadelphia, at
that time still the capital of the new nation.
14 July 1993: The USS IWO JIMA was decommissioned after over 30 years of service in a ceremony at
Norfolk Naval Base, Virginia. The ship was named for the World War II battle during which three Marine
divisions ousted 20,000 entrenched Japanese troops. The Iwo Jima was commissioned 26 August 1961,
and it was the first ship specifically designed as an amphibious assault ship from the keel up.
18 July 1918: The 4th Brigade of Marines began an attack near Soissons, France, as part of a threedivision counterattack against the Germans. In the first two days of battle, the brigade sustained 1,972
casualties.
24 July 1944: The V Amphibious Corps, commanded by Major General Harry Schmidt, landed on Tinian,
in the Mariana Islands. The following morning, the 2d and 4th Marine Divisions began a shoulder-toshoulder southward sweep of the island. Organized enemy resistance faded within a week, and on 1
August, MajGen Schmidt declared the island secure.
26 July 1947: The National Security Act of 1947 became effective, reaffirming the status of the Marine
Corps as a separate military service within the Department of the Navy. The Act Provided for Fleet Marine
Forces, and confirmed the Corps' mission of seizing and defending advanced bases, as well as land
operation incident to naval campaigns.
28 July 1918: Brigadier General John A. Lejeune assumed command of the 2d Division, U.S. Army in
France, and remained in that capacity until August 1919 when the unit was demobilized. He was the first
Marine officer to hold an Army divisional command, and following the Armistice, he led his division in the
march into Germany
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Veterans Miss Lotta Cruise

Thank You Lake Hopatcong and the crew of the Miss Lotta!
Last Saturday our community saluted our Veterans by land, sea and air!
We had over 100 veterans on the cruise and all veterans on board got a thank you bag from the Slattery Det #
206.

The crew of Miss Lotta extends our deepest appreciation for your support.
There are so many to thank ..each doing their part and the sum of the parts is beyond description.
Proud to be an American, proud of our company and owners for their support of this cruise.
In the words of many Veterans on board this year..”it gets better every time”.
Gunny Monaco

Marines Care

Slattery Det206

Dept NJ

MCL National

www.marinescare.org

www.mclslatterydet.org

www.njmcl.org

www.mclnational.org

SEMPER FI
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Honoring L/Cpl Robert J. Slattery
Honoring L/Cpl Robert J. Slattery
L/Cpl Robert J. Slattery was a Radio Man (MOS 2511) with H&S Company 2nd Battalion 3rd Marine Regiment
81MM mortar Platoon.

He grew up in Whippany, NJ and enlisted with the Marine Corps during the Vietnam War. He was killed in
action at a fire base named Gio Linh in the Quang Tri Province in South Vietnam on July 6, 1967. His memory
is kept alive every July 6th with a ceremony at the American Legion Post in Whippany.

This July 6th, 2022 the Detachment was honored by the presence of his brother Michael who participated in the
Ceremony which consists of a history of Robert presented by SgtMaj Eddie Neas who was in the same Platoon
as Robert in Parris Island Boot Camp. A wreath was placed by Eddie Neas and Michael Slattery.

SEMPER FI
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Sgt John A. McAdams Jr.
Sgt John A. McAdams Jr.
Sometime in the early days of June 2022 I was contacted by a Marine
Pat Ahearn from Pennsylvania. When asked how he got my number
he said he was looking for a Detachment around the Morristown area
and found the L/Cpl Robert Detachment website and found my
number on the website. During the conversation he explained that
another Marine Victor Ortalano of Scranton Pa. had been contacted
by a friend who had purchased a storage locker and found items
belonging to Sgt. John McAdams in the locker. One of the items was
a Flag in a triangle case with his name inscribed on the glass. This is
what started the process rolling. I asked Pat Ahern to have Victor call
me and when he did I was able the find an Obituary for McAdams and
he is survived by his daughter Shannon McAdams. I tried to find her
with no luck and then reached out to the Elks lodge John used to
belong to and got a last known address in Warren NJ which along
with my Wife Margaret we took a ride to see if Shannon still lived there. She did not and the trail went cold.
After about two weeks I received an Email from the Lodge and was told that they had brought up my
conversation about John and someone in the Lodge was familiar with the Family. I emailed the individual and
gave him my cell number in case he found the daughter. Another week went by and then I received a call from
Shannon McAdams.

MARIN

USMC

Shannon was so happy that we had found items belonging to her father who had passed away approximately
six years before and she was looking forward to receiving them, there were a lot of crying and thanks to all of
us who had made the effort to find her and return the items. I made arrangements with Victor to meet him at a
Hot Dog Johnny's in Belvidere NJ, to pick up the items. My wife Margaret and I drove to Belvidere and had
lunch and picked up the items. Victor and his son Brian were happy to be able to return these mementos to
their rightful owner. I was contacted by Shannon's boyfriend who worked in Secaucus NJ and met him to turn
the items over to her. I received and message from Shannon and she was eternally grateful that she was able
to get her Father's Flag and other items. Good Job done by all.
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Hill 689 Khe Sanh
Hill 689 Khe Sanh
July of 1968 marked our third and final month for Alpha Co. 1/1 on Hill 861 in Khe Sanh. We
had been on the Hill since late April early May. From the time we got on the Hill until we left
we had not had a change of clothes or a shower. We had been running patrols and defending
the Hill from the day we got there and now had orders to leave the Hill and destroy our
bunkers and trench line before we left. Around noon we boarded choppers and left the Hill for
Quang Tri and some much need rest, change of clothes and a shower. Spirits were high until
we felt the chopper turning and were told we were headed back because Delta Co's Hill 689
had lost a patrol and were under attack by the enemy. We landed on an adjacent Hill to 689
and set up a perimeter and were to told to provide cover fire for Delta Co. We could see
movement on 689 but could not determine if it was Marines or the enemy. I was laying down
with my M60 along with my A-gunner and firing at what I was told was the enemy. I saw them running away due
my cover fire and was thankful that I was not shooting at Marines. After about 10 minutes an enemy mortar
round landed behind me as I was firing and about two minutes later a round landed in front of me. I was still
firing when I realized "holy shit, they have me zeroed in and the next round was going to land right on top of me
and my A-Gunner".
I yelled to my A-Gunner "Guns up, let's get outta here" and grabbed the barrel and butt of
my gun and started running up the hill, and as I looked back a mortar round hit the spot
that we were laying in. If we had stayed there I would not be writing about thisd today. We
were lucky that I realized the threat and got the hell outta there. We stayed on the adjacent
Hill for most of the day and got orders to move onto Hill 689. The sun was going down by
now and we knew we were in for shit not having daylight to help determine who was who.
We got onto 689 and immediately came under fire from the enemy. We worked our way
deeper onto the Hill and came to a trench line and as we did we were approached by
figures that were dressed like and looked like Marines. We found out the hard way that
they were the enemy when they opened fire on us. We found out that the enemy had put
on Marine utilities and were speaking English to confuse and surprise us, so Lt. Smith told us to speak in
complete sentences when communicating so that we would not be confused as enemy. It worked. Every time
we saw someone we tried to engage them in conversation and if they did not respond in kind we knew they
were not Marines and dispatched them. We worked our way thru the trenches and finally got to the summit of
the Hill. We had been fighting all night and when it was approximately 0530 we were told to get on line and fix
bayonets for a final assault down the other side of the Hill to clear any remaining enemy. We made our assault
and by 0800 we had taken back 689.
We stayed on Hill 689 for about another week and a half and were subjected to mortars
and sniper fire. Every time we got a water supply the enemy shot holes into the Water
Buffaloes and denied us an adequate supply of water. We set up a system where
volunteers would go down the hill to a muddy stream below and fill canteens with mud
while we covered them from above. We got mud but never lost anyone. The last thing we
did on 689 was to send a squad of volunteers out to retrieve the bodies of the Delta Squad
that had been killed the week before. When the Squad went out to get the bodies every
weapon of the hill opened up as cover fire because they went out with only a sidearm to
retrieve the bodies. It took about an hour and half to get the bodies and they were
Medivaced out and two days later we destroyed everything we could on Hill 689 and got
on the choppers for Quang Tri. When we arrived at Quang Tri we were told to take our utilities off and they put
them in a pile and burned them. They had a line of showers set up and we took turns taking showers and
getting rid of three months of dirt, sweat and grime. It was probably the best shower I have ever had, we felt like
we were washing Khe Sanh off our bodies but it has never left our minds. They fed us steak for breakfast, lunch
and dinner for a week and it has made me shy away for steak to this day.
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Smile

This page dedicated to all our "Do Nothing" couch potatos!

