
 

Marine Corps League Awards and Decorations 

  With so many new members joining the Detachment over the past few months, the staff has been asked many  
questions about how the League provides incentive and recognizes Marines who perform in a noteworthy way. So 
this month we would like to answer those questions and remind our membership about the MCL awards program. 
Specifically those awards that can be presented at the Detachment level. Our Commandant has the privilege to     
bestow upon the membership several awards, and can nominate personnel to the  Department and National        
Commandants for higher honors. In addition there are awards from other organizations that are authorized to be 
worn on MCL uniforms. This article will explain those Detachment awards that are available.  

Distinguished Citizen’s Medal.  
The DCM in Bronze is the highest award that can be achieved at the Detachment level. It  is 
given to a member who has performed an act or demonstrated meritorious service at a level 
beyond what is expected or required. DCM’s in Gold and Silver are also available but they 
are awarded by the National and Dept. Commandants respectively. Those awards can be 
recommended by our Commandant but must be sent up the chain of command.  
 
Distinguished Service Medal. 
(Tunn Tavern Medal) is also available for the Commandant to award. This award is given 
for meritorious service, that sets the Marine or Corpsman apart from his comrades but does 
not rise to the level of the DCM. The State and National can award this medal as well, the 
distinction of its level is stated on the award certificate, but the physical medal is the same.  
 
The Individual Meritorious Commendation. 
This award which is a “ribbon only award” is given to a member for noteworthy acts or   
service, that is exceptional in nature  but doesn't warrant one of the awards rating a medal.  
 
The Marine of the Year 
This award is designed to recognize the Marine that stands out from the Detachment     
membership who has done more than anyone else, deserving special recognition. Anyone 
may nominate someone for this award, but the choice is made by the committee of past   
Marines of the Year. They will decide who will join their elite group within the Detachment. 
At Saddle River everyone is eligible to be considered except the sitting Commandant.  
  
The Recruiter’s Medal, Community Service and the many other service awards offered by 
the League can be awarded by the Commandant when the requirements set in the National 
Bylaws are satisfied. Those Requirements can be found in the Bylaws, either on the National 
website or in the Detachment copies which may be viewed upon request.  
 
The National Medal of Heroism is awarded by the National Commandant for Heroic Action 
and the Chapel of the Four Chaplain’s Life Saving Medallion, for saving a life. Nominations 
for these awards must be forwarded up the chain of command and approved by the National 
HQ, MCL or the Chapel Awards Committee. The Legion of Honor nominations process is 
held each year and are approved by the Chapel Committee in Philadelphia.  
 
Unit Citations are awarded by higher commands and any member in good standing during 
the year of its award may wear the appropriate ribbon.  
  
The Membership Medal is authorized for wear by all members accepted for membership. 
There are many other awards that are available for specific requirements are all listed in the 
Bylaws. Anyone who feels they know of someone that deserves any of these awards write 
up a recommendation and forward it to the Commandant for consideration.  
The League has this program in place to honor members for their work and dedication, and 
an annual awards presentation is held each year at the Ball. So wear your medals and        
ribbons with pride Marines you earned them! 
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