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Commandant's Corner 

It is now January of 2023!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!! I must admit that I will not miss 2022, it was a year that I got a pancreas scare
which turned out not to be cancerous and something I never expected Prostate Cancer.

I was give 3 choices: do nothing and see how it progresses, remove the prostate or go for Radiation. I certainly was not
going to do nothing and I did not want it removed at this point (I had heard horror stories that scared the shit out of me)
so I decided on Radiation.

On September 26, 2022 I started what would be 45 radiation treatments, every Monday thru Friday until I was done. When I had
the first treatment I started to count down and was pleasantly surprised at how fast it went. I completed my Radiation on November
28,2022 the Monday after Thanksgiving.

I feel okay but have to wait until March to find out if it worked.

Keep the Faith & Semper Fi,

Paul J. Brown 
Commandant 
L/Cpl Robert J. Slattery Detachment #206 MCL

SCHEDULE EVENTS 2022 

Please see below schedule of events. If you have any events please send to me and I will update.

Please include: Date of event ~ Type of event ~ Cost if any ~ Contact info if needed

Mar 1st, 2022 - Live meeting will be held

No ex- Marines "only Marines" 

When I was working for New Jersey Bell in the 70's, I played softball on the Burlews Court team. My position was short stop and if I
do say so myself I was pretty good at it.

I would say in the late 70's early 80's I threw a ball to first base and I felt a terrible pain in my right shoulder and could not lift my
arm. I left the game and went to a doctor the next day to find out I had torn my rotator cuff. It was extremely painful and at that time
they didn't have specialist that could fix it by surgery and even if they did I probably wouldn't have had the surgery.

I suffered like that for about a year until the injury somewhat healed and I was able to function in a normal capacity. I could raise my
arm level with my shoulder, which I had not been able to do for at least a year. It seemed to be okay but would flare up every once
in a while.

About a month ago I went to an orthopedic specialist because it flared up again and it was absolutely annoying. When the specialist
saw my cover he asked if I was a Marine and I said yes. We talked for awhile and as usual he knew someone who knew someone
who knew someone that was a Marine, which led me to explain the that there are no "was" or "ex- Marines" only Marines.

HAPPY 52nd ANIVERSARY, February 06 

Today 2/6/2023 marks 52 years with my Gorgeous Wife Margaret who is my Soul Mate, the Love of my Life
and my Best Friend.

52 years ago today was the happiest day of my life when Margaret said "I Do". There have been other
happy days in my life, the birth of my three children, Kimberley, Kirsten and Scott and then the birth of my
grandchildren, Ryan, Michael, Russell, Gavin, Emily, Anna and Scott Jr.

I have not been the easiest person to live with, but my Wife stood by me and never gave up on her Jackass
and for that I am forever grateful.

I love you with all my heart and soul till the end of time. HAPPY ANIVERSARY to my Love.
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US Navy deck gun 

When the VFW hall on Route 10
in Whippany was sold in June of
2022 the US Navy deck gun had
to be moved or demolished. The
VFW choose to move and
restored it.

The moving/hauling was done by
Gary Szucs of Hopatcong
Rigging Co. Once delivered at
the facilities in Rockaway, NJ.,
the restoration that was to be
done took place. The restoration
was under the guidance of Brian
Vradenburg at Best Blast 2 of NJ.

The restoration of this piece took a bit more poundage of sand than anticipated. They had anticipated about 1350 pounds, but that
went to over 2200# to complete. After the blasting Brian painted it in the true battleship grey enamel.

Next was to haul it back to Whippany by Gary Szucs of Hopatcong Rigging Co. and place it onto the base at Veterans Field.

There is a
bronze plaque to
be completed
and it will give all
the guns
information.
Currently, it has
a laminated
paper plaque
adhered to the
gun.

On Veterans Day
during the
ceremony in the
Community
Center, George
Coppola the Commander of the VFW Post 5351 led the dedication and presented
the deck gun to the Township Of Hanover.

After the dedication was completed, the attendees had a light lunch of
sandwiches, potato chips and soda. Cake and coffee finished off the gathering.

Semper Fi,

Tom Miller 
www.9-11art.com 
www.thehighground.us

 

SEMPER FI
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This Month in USMC History 

JANUARY

10 January 1995: The Pentagon announced that 2,600 U.S. Marines would be deployed to Somalia for Operation United
Shield to assist in the final withdrawal of UN peacekeeping troops from Somalia. The decision came in response to a UN
request for American protection of its peacekeeping forces serving in the war-torn African nation.
11 January 1945: The first elements of Marine Aircraft Group 24, commanded by Colonel Lyle H. Meyer, landed at Lingayen,
Luzon, Philippine Islands, to provide close air support for Army forces. Over the next three months, MAG-24 and MAG-32
would fly a total of 8,842 combat sorties and drop more than 19,000 bombs as part of the Fifth Air Force in support of the
Sixth Army.
16 January 1991: Operation Desert Shield became Operation Desert Storm as forces of the allied coalition launched an all-
out air campaign against targets in Iraq and occupied Kuwait in an effort to liberate Kuwait and enforce the resolutions of the
United Nations Security Council. Overall, in the theater of operations, the coalition forces included more than 415,000 U.S.
troops.
18 January 1951: Marines of the 1st Marine Division began mopping-up operations against guerrillas in the Pohang area,
South Korea, following the Division's return from its epic battle with Communist Chinese troops at the Chosin (Changjin)
Reservoir.
20 January 1968: The second battle for Khe Sanh began when Marines from the 3d Battalion, 26th Marines attacked a
North Vietnamese battalion between Hill 881 South and Hill 881 North. More than 100 of the enemy were killed.
21 January 1918: The 1st Aeronautical Company arrived at Ponta Delgada, Azores, for anti-submarine duty. That unit was
one of the first completely equipped American aviation units to serve overseas in World War I.
22 January 1969: Operation Dewey Canyon, perhaps the most successful high-mobility regimental-size action of the
Vietnam War, began in the A Shau/Da Krong Valleys when the 9th Marines, commanded by Colonel Robert H. Barrow, and
supporting artillery were lifted from Quang Tri. By 18 March the enemy's base area had been cleared out, 1617 enemy dead
had been counted, and more than 500 tons of weapons and ammunition unearthed.
25 January 1856: Marines and seamen from the U.S. sloop DECATUR went ashore at the village of Seattle, Washington, to
protect settlers from Indian raids. The Indians launched a seven-hour attack but were driven off later that day after suffering
severe losses. Incredibly, only two civilian volunteers were killed and no Marines or sailors were lost.
27 January 1988: About 400 Marines and sailors from the 2d Marine Division, 2d Marine Aircraft Wing, and 2d Force
Service Support Group deployed for the Persian Gulf. The Contingency Marine Air-Ground Task Force (MAGTF) CM 2-88
would relieve Contingency MAGTF 1-88 in the volatile Persian Gulf and provide the effective landing force capability to Joint
Task Force Middle East.
29 January 1991: The first serious ground fighting of Operation Desert Storm broke out when Iraqi troops mounted an attack
into Saudi Arabia along a 40-mile front. Iraqi units centered their efforts on Khafji, a port city six miles south of the border.
Saudi and Quatari troops, supported by artillery from the 1st Marine Division and attack helicopters and other allied coalition
aircraft, recaptured the town two days later.

FEBRUARY

1 February 1967: Operation Prairie II was begun in Quang Tri province by elements of the 3d Marine Division. During the
46-day search-and-destroy operation which terminated 18 March, 93 Marines and 693 of the enemy were killed.
2 February 1944: The 4th Marine Division, as part of the first assault on islands controlled by the Japanese before the start
of World War II, captured Namur and eight other islands in the Kwajalein Atoll.
6 February 1968: Two reduced Marine battalions, the 1st Battalion, 1st Marines with two companies, and 2d Battalion, 5th
Marines with three, recaptured Hue's hospital, jail, and provincial headquarters. It would take three more weeks of intense
house to house fighting, and nearly a thousand Marines killed and wounded, before the imperial city was secured.
11 February 1922: BGen John H. Russell was appointed U.S. High Commissioner and personal representative of the
President to the government of Haiti. This nine-year assignment placed this future Commandant in supreme command of
both the occupying American force and the Haitian Gendarmerie.
15 February 1998: One hundred years ago this date, 28 Marines and 232 seamen lost their lives when the battleship MAINE
was mysteriously sunk by an explosion in the harbor of Havana, Cuba. Though no definitive evidence linked the Spanish with
the sinking, the cry went up, "Remember the Maine!", and by late April the U.S. and Spain were at war.
17 February 1967: The first full day of Operation DECKHOUSE VI, which lasted until 3 March, was conducted near Quang
Ngai city. The Special Landing Force (BLT Y4 and HMM-363) accounted for 280 enemy killed.
23 February 1945: Four days after the initial landings on Iwo Jima, 1stLt Harold G. Schrier led 40 men from Company E, 2d
Battalion, 28th Marines, up Mt. Suribachi to secure the crest and raise the small American flag that battalion commander
LtCol Chandler Johnson had given Schrier. Within an hour, the patrol reached the rim of the crater. After a short fire-fight with
Japanese defenders emerging from several caves, the small American flag was attached to an iron pipe and raised over the
island.
24 February 1991: The I Marine Expeditionary Force and coalition forces began a ground assault on Iraqi defenses in the
final chapter of Operation Desert Storm. The 1st and 2d Marine Divisions stormed into the teeth of Iraqi defenses while
heavily armored allied forces attacked the Iraqi defenses in Iraq from behind. In 100 hours, U.S. and allied forces defeated
the Iraqi Army.
28 February 1991: Operation Desert Storm ended when the cease- fire declared by President George Bush went into effect.
I Marine Expeditionary Force has a strength of more than 92,000 making Operation Desert Storm the largest Marine Corps
operation in history .A total of 24 Marines were killed in action during the Gulf War.
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Jonathan Winaker Gets Married 

MCL Member Jonathan Winaker Gets Married with Proper Send off

Members from MCL Slattery and Former Golf
Company 2/25 participated in the wedding for
MCL Slattery Member Jonathan Winaker on
November 11, 2022 at The Thayer Hotel in West
Point Military Academy. Jonathan and his Wife,
the Former Karyn Moran, held a great Ceremony
with approx. 100 in attendance overlooking The
Hudson River at the Historic Hotel. Members of
MCL Slattery; Stanley Zon, Mario Monaco, along
with Company G 2/25 Marines Andrew Esposito,
Mark Peer and Current Active-Duty Marine Edwin
Vargas attended in Dress Blues and conducted
the wedding Couple’s Exit Under Sword Arch. A
Reception Followed where many of the family and
friends were met and social pleasantries
exchanged.

Winaker is a Former Golf Company 2-25 Assault Section Marine and Veteran of
The Persian Gulf War Operations Desert Shield and Storm. After the Onset of
Muslim Terrorist Attacks on 9-11, Winaker went back into service for the US Army, Infantry Anti Armor. He saw action in Iraq during
several Combat tours where he was awarded additional Combat Action and Campaign Medals for his service. His Son Daniel
Holton is currently serving Active Duty with the Air National Guard Hancock Field, Syracuse, NY. Winaker is currently a Supervisory
IT Tech for the Internal Revenue Service.

We wish them Health and Happiness in their marriage and God Bless the couple and new family.

Rosie the Riveter RIP 

By Mike HuckabeeA final salute to a Huck’s Heroine who finally got the long-overdue recognition she deserved. Tulsa-born Naomi
Parker Fraley has died at 96 in Longview, Washington. You know her as “Rosie the Riveter,” the World War II-era female factory
worker who became a symbol of both the homefront war effort, and later on, of the women’s rights movement in general.At 20, the
former waitress became one of the first women employed at the machine shop of the Alameda, California, Naval Air Station shortly
after the Pearl Harbor attack. She was working on a turret lathe in her coveralls and red-and-white polka dot bandana when a
photographer snapped her picture. That photo made the newspapers and inspired artist J. Howard Miller’s iconic “We Can Do It”
poster. But Fraley’s name was never attached to the poster.In the 1980s, another woman was mistakenly identified as the worker in
the original photo that inspired “Rosie the Riveter.” It wasn’t until 2015 that a researcher finally tracked down Fraley and corrected
the error.

He said it was sad and unfair that she had been robbed of her rightful place in history for so long, but there was nothing she could
do because when you’re 95, nobody will listen to your story. It’s especially ironic considering people were using an image inspired
by her to protest women not getting the credit they deserved.Fortunately, Naomi Parker Fraley lived long enough to see the record
corrected and get the credit due her, both for the photo and her service to America. And her inspiring image is sure to go on living
after her for many years to come.

Semper Fi,

Tom Miller 
tfmillerini@verizon.net 
www.9-11art.com

SEMPER FI
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MAJOR WALTER MURPHY USMC 

MAJOR WALTER MURPHY USMC

55 years ago, on January 31, 1968, at Hue City, Vietnam, at the start of the "TET OFFENSIVE", a U.S. Marine Corps Major
became a HERO. Walter M. Murphy of Staten Island , a graduate of Curtis High School and Wagner College, did so at the cost of

his life.

Before leaving for Vietnam,
Walter Murphy visited the
McSorley's Tavern in Manhattan.
Legend has it that before New
York soldiers called "Dough
Boys" left to fight in Europe in
World War I, they stopped at
McSorley's ate chicken wings
and wrote their names on the
bones. The Dough Boys, mostly
Irish , had the bones placed
above the bar stating "I"ll be back
for these". More than half did not
return. Walter Murphy knowing
this legend, and being a member
of the Military Police (MP), took
out a set of handcuffs and snapping them on the footrail of the bar stated "I'll be
back for these when I return from Vietnam". The handcuffs are still there. 

Major Walter M. Murphy was awarded the Silver Star for his heroic actions
protecting his fellow Marines. His last words were "..God Please take care of my
Marines". Major Murphy is at rest in Arlington National Cemetery.

Major Murphy's brother Henry
"Hank" Murphy and a committee
formed from the ranks of The
Brighton Kiwanis Club and the
Pvt. Joseph F. Merrell, MOH
American Legion Post, will honor
Major Murphy's memory on
Tuesday January 31, 2023. They
will place a likeness of Major
Murphy on the walls of the
Randall Manor and Doc
Hennigans Taverns in West
Brighton. They will also snap a
set of handcuffs on the footrails
in each Tavern/Restaurant. 

In attendance were: Hank Murphy, Michael Brennan, SgtMaj Eddie Neas Alpha
Co. 1/1 1st Platoon, Cpl. Paul Brown Alpha Co. 1/1 2nd Platoon, Angela O'Donnell
daughter of Mike "Alphabet" Walcolyk Alpha Co. 1/1 1st Platoon. SgtMaj Neas
placed the handcuffs on the rails.
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Marine Corps 247th cake cutting ceremony 

It gives me great pleasure to invite you to attend a Marine Corps 247th cake cutting ceremony.

Date ~ November 13th 2022 
Time ~ 12 noon 
Location ~ 354 Stocken Street (206) Princeton NJ

NOTE (This is not a political event) Gunnery Sergeant Mario Monaco USMC ret

 

SEMPER FI

MarineCorpsLeagueLakeland
Detachment744

Cordiallyinvitesyoutoattend
TheUnitedStatesMarineCorps
947thBirthdayBall

FridaytheschofNovember2029
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Toys for Tots 

Thank you to toys for tots for partnering up with these
amazing service men from the marines and humc patient
transport at Hackensack hospital to deliver toys to our
little ones throughout the holidays year after year. We
have missed you the last few years and grateful this year
was successful yet again! Ettore Monaco

Distributing toys to those less fortunate with my
coworkers, Pastor Carter of New Hope Baptist Church,
Santa, Mrs Claus, the Grinch, Batman, and Batgirl. Huge
thanks to Mario Monaco for your generosity and support
in making these events a great success, and bringing joy
to hundreds of families.

SEMPER FI
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xxxxx 

 

 

SEMPER FI
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Why North Vietnam didn’t directly attack artillery units during battles 

The 1965 Battle of Ia Drang saw the first major engagement between the United States Army and the People’s Army of North
Vietnam (PAVN). The intense, four-day battle in South Vietnam’s Central Highlands became the template for how Americans fought
pitched battles against North Vietnamese forces, using helicopters for air mobility, close air support from fixed-wing aircraft, and
artillery that could help shield American troops from miles away.

The North Vietnamese had no qualms about firing on incoming and
outgoing U.S. helicopters, and the communist forces were known among
aviators for their surface-to-air missile positions hidden among the jungle
canopies. So why not plan a simultaneous attack on American artillery
during the course of a pitched battle? The answer is the Beehive: a close-
range artillery round packed with thousands of small darts designed to kill
an entire attacking infantry unit.

During the Battle of Ia Drang, Col. Hal Moore and the roughly 1,000 American and 900 South Vietnamese infantry were supported
by an artillery firebase five miles away from the fighting to the northeast. Moore later wrote that the firebase, Fire Support Base
Falcon, could provide withering fire from its two batteries of artillery that included 24 M101A1 105-millimeter howitzers.

As the fighting wore on the artillerymen of FSB Falcon unloaded thousands of high
explosive, smoke, illumination, and white phosphorus rounds at the North
Vietnamese. They kept up a sustained fire and exceeded the maximum rate of fire
for the howitzers, especially at night. The artillery at Ia Drang kept a “Steel
Curtain” around the Americans at LZ X-Ray and kept the North Vietnamese from
overrunning the U.S. troops in the dark.

With more than 2,500 troops at Ia Drang, unable to make an effective advance
against Moore and his cavalry, some inexperienced communist commanders
might have through of making a run against the artillery at FSB Falcon, which was
situated relatively close to the fighting. A more experienced commander, like the
PAVN Gen. Nguyen Huu An (who was in command at Ia Drang) knew better.
Attacking the artillery would be certain death.

If attacked, artillery like the M101A1 have the ability to lower their barrels, also known as “leveling the tubes.” It’s not a common
action, as artillery don’t often face a direct attack from oncoming infantry. Aiming artillery at a specific target can be devastating for
the attackers. Standard high explosive artillery shells on their own are deadly, but in the face of an enemy attack, artillerymen won’t
use high explosive, they’ll use “the beehive.”

The Beehive is the best defense for artillery facing a large number of incoming
enemy troops. It’s a large round, packed with 9,000 metal flechettes, sharp, non-
explosive darts that flip around when the round is fired. Sending a beehive into an
attacking infantry send these darts hurtling toward soft, squishy targets at high
speeds, shredding those targets and pretty much anything else in their path.

Just a handful of 105-millimeter guns can wipe out a company-sized unit of
infantry. An entire firebase the size of FSB Falcon firing beehives could completely
destroy an entire division, some 10,000 to 15,000 troops.

At Ia Drang, the Americans were able to push the North Vietnamese back in a fight that lasted three days, most due to the support
from artillery at FSB Falcon. The U.S. Army notched up a 10-1 kill ratio and claim victory after all was said and done.

This battle took place right before (a little over a month before) the battle (Operation Harvest Moon Dec.
09-18) I was wounded on. We learned from this battle and in the long run killed 450+ VC/NVA on 18dec65
alone. Sounds like a lot but when revisiting the town of KyPhu in 2008 one of my Marine friend went to the
cemetery and viewed the graves. The US government only confirmed 108 killed. We had 13 KIA and sadly
my partner, Jack Swender, was one of them

Semper Fi,

Tom Miller 
www.9-11art.com 
www.thehighground.us

SEMPER FI


