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Commandant's Corner 

April is here and we have already seen some good things happening. Tuesday April 5, 2022, SgtMaj Eddie
Neas, GySgt Mario Monaco, Sgt Domenick Monaco and myself attended a meeting of the Florham Park Knights
of Columbus.

Along with Marines Care and the L/Cpl Robert J. Slattery Detachment the Knights of Columbus were able to
send twenty one (21) Marines, Sailors and Army Personnel home for Christmas Holiday. We presented the K of
C with a Plaque signed by the Soldiers who got to go home to their families and Certificates of Appreciation from

Marines Care and the Detachment for the work and monetary contributions of the organization.

At our monthly Meeting we presented an opportunity for the Detachment to participate in a Bus Run on May 20 to 8th and I
in Washington as VIP's to watch the Silent Drill Team to perform and participate in Reception before the performance. It
should be a great Trip.

Semper Fi,

Paul J. Brown 
Commandant

Phishing 

If you receive a suspicious email from the Department of Veterans Affairs, DO NOTopen the email or click on any
attachments or links. VA does not send emails asking for personal information, threatening emails, or emails claiming to
take adverse actions on claimants or beneficiaries (jail or lawsuits). If you receive any of these emails or are in doubt about
any communications appearing to be from VA, please contact VA directly at 1 (800) 827-1000.

Phishing is a type of cyber-attack where the attacker sends a message designed to deceive a person and convince them to
reveal sensitive information to the attacker. It is the most common means attackers use to gain unauthorized access to a
device to obtain sensitive information.

Phishing emails can come from an unfamiliar sender or familiar looking sender with an email address that is off by a few
letters. Additionally, phishing emails can include large or “too good to be true” offers or attachments.

VA takes the security of Veterans seriously.

For more information, please see this YouTube video of VA’s Office of Financial Management, Chief Financial Officer
Charles Tapp II, on the proactive measures VA has taken to protect and prevent fraudulent activity and how you can protect
your finances and personal data from fraud.

VA blogs also have information to help you stay vigilant at work and in your personal life and provide additional information
on how phishing attacks are getting even more sophisticated.

You can find more information to help keep you cybersafe at Cybercrime Support Network and the .Scam Spotter
organization

SEMPER FI

https://lnks.gd/l/eyJhbGciOiJIUzI1NiJ9.eyJidWxsZXRpbl9saW5rX2lkIjoxMDMsInVyaSI6ImJwMjpjbGljayIsImJ1bGxldGluX2lkIjoiMjAyMjAzMDcuNTQ1MjE4NjEiLCJ1cmwiOiJodHRwczovL2Jsb2dzLnZhLmdvdi9WQW50YWdlLzEwMDE3Ny9ob29rLWxpbmUtYW5kLXNpbmtlci1ob3ctdG8tdXAteW91ci1waGlzaGluZy1nYW1lLyJ9.T0Sl5s1fLlv9mQY6bxwsPJKw3AXm0cY0z4mJn2G-11Y/s/1165159603/br/127655492493-l
https://lnks.gd/l/eyJhbGciOiJIUzI1NiJ9.eyJidWxsZXRpbl9saW5rX2lkIjoxMDUsInVyaSI6ImJwMjpjbGljayIsImJ1bGxldGluX2lkIjoiMjAyMjAzMDcuNTQ1MjE4NjEiLCJ1cmwiOiJodHRwczovL2ZpZ2h0Y3liZXJjcmltZS5vcmcvIn0.kILEJxPdBhAwECwpl7zv9FYTVhP32LH_gYuPb0uyB5Y/s/1165159603/br/127655492493-l
https://lnks.gd/l/eyJhbGciOiJIUzI1NiJ9.eyJidWxsZXRpbl9saW5rX2lkIjoxMDYsInVyaSI6ImJwMjpjbGljayIsImJ1bGxldGluX2lkIjoiMjAyMjAzMDcuNTQ1MjE4NjEiLCJ1cmwiOiJodHRwczovL3d3dy5zY2Ftc3BvdHRlci5vcmcvIn0.GIArceUXSw21PSxSDkUhDqRbjH-YKHh041Q812xOMws/s/1165159603/br/127655492493-l
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SCHEDULE EVENTS 2022 

Please see below schedule of events. If you have any events please send to me and I will update.

Please include: Date of event ~ Type of event ~ Cost if any ~ Contact info if needed

Operation Toy Train 2022 Schedule 

May 4, 2022 - Live meeting will be held

This Month in USMC History 

APRIL

2 March 1867: Jacob Zeilin, Colonel Commandant of the Marine Corps from 30 June 1864, was this date promoted
to the rank of Brigadier General Commandant, the first time Congress authorized this rank for the Marine Corps. The
statute, however, was repealed in June 1874 so that the rank of Commandant would again revert to colonel upon
Zeilin's retirement.
3 April 1945: On Okinawa, Marines of the III Amphibious Corps continued to make good progress all along their
front, clearing Zampa Misaki and seizing the Katchin Peninsula, thus effectively cutting the island in two. By this date
(D+2), III AC elements had reached objectives thought originally to require 11 days to take.
5 April 1947: Five Marine guards were killed and eight wounded when attacked by Communist Chinese raiders near
the Hsin Ho ammunition depot in Northern China. This last major clash between Marines of the 1st Marine Division
and Communist forces occurred shortly after withdrawal and redeployment plans from China were issued for the 1st
Division and 1st Marine Aircraft Wing on 1 April.
10 April 1959: Lieutenant Colonel John H. Glenn, Jr. was named as one of the original seven Project Mercury
astronauts selected for space training. The seven astronauts, all volunteers, were selected by NASA from an initial
group of 110 leading military test pilots. Three years later, on 20 February 1962, Col Glenn would become the first
American to orbit the Earth.
12-13 April 1918: Marines of the 4th Brigade suffered their first gas attack on the night and early morning hours of
12-13 April when the Germans bombarded the 74th Company, 6th Marines near Verdun with mustard gas. Nine
Marine officers and 305 enlisted Marines were gassed and evacuated, and 30 Marines died from the effects of the
gas shells which hit in the middle of the reserve area cantonments in which they were sleeping.
15 April 1962: Marine Corps operational involvement in the Vietnam War began on Palm Sunday when HMM-362
with its Sikorsky UH-34s arrived at Soc Trang in the Delta south of Saigon. The task unit was called "Shufly" and its
first operational employment involved lifting Vietnamese troops into battle.
18 April 1983: One Marine Security Guard was killed and seven were wounded when a large car bomb exploded
just outside the U.S. Embassy in Beirut, Lebanon. Lance Corporal Robert McMaugh was standing guard at Post 1,
just inside the front entrance when the bomb exploded outside the door. The explosion killed 61 people including 17
Americans. LCpl McMaugh was buried at Arlington National Cemetery on 26 April.
21 April 1951: Marine carrier-based airplanes made their first aerial contact with enemy planes over the Korean front
lines. Captain Philip C. Delong shot down two YAK fighters and 1st Lieutenant Harold D. Daigh destroyed one more
and damaged another in the heavily defended Pyongyang-Chinnanpo area. Both pilots were with VMF-312 flying
from the USS Bataan.
27 April 1805: First Lieutenant Presley N. O'Bannon, who with seven other Marines was part of a force of Greeks
and Arabs led by American Consul William Eaton, raised the United States flag for the first time over a conquered
fortress of the Old World at Derne, a stronghold of the Tripolitan pirates. Two Marines were killed and one wounded
in the assault on the walled city.
28 April 1993: The last A-6E Intruder departed from Marine Corps service. Marine All Weather Attack Squadron 332
transferred the last Marine A-6E to St. Augustine, Florida, and prepared for the squadron's transition to the F/A-18D
and eventual movement from Cherry Point to Beaufort, South Carolina.

Marines, Join Slattery Team Here

SEMPER FI

https://www.mclslatterydet.org/newsletters/2022/nov2022/pdffiles/2022toytrainschedule.pdf
http://www.mclslatterydet.org/pdffiles/mclapp.pdf
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ALPHA CO. 1/1 - APRIL 1968

It is early April of 1968 and Alpha Co. 1/1 resupplied boarded trucks to transport us up to Khe Sanh to relieve the 26th
Marines on the Hills of Khe Sanh.

We got as far as Dong Ha and then the Rock Pile and set up on the Hill tops overlooking the Base and Airfield. We climbed
to the top of the Hill and I don't recall how high but is was high and exhausting to get to the top.

We would go down the hill every morning, noon and supper time for hot chow so we didn't have to eat C - Rats. Thinking
back now it was dumb because by the you got back up the Hill you were hungry again and ate the C-Rats anyway.

I remember we would run patrols along the Highway and be escorted by a tank. We would hitch a ride on the tank instead
of walking and one day we took some small arms fire while on the tank. The tank commander appear and told us to get off
the tank they had to get out of there because we were taking fire. We all looked at each other and cracked up laughing
thinking "are you shittin' me, your inside a ton of metal and we're on top exposed and you want to run away". We refused to
get off and there was nothing the tank commander could do.

It must have been the middle to late April when we finally boarded trucks and left Dong Ha headed up Highway 9 to Khe
Sanh. When we reached Khe Sanh Alpha Co was assigned to Hill 861 and 861A. My platoon and squad were on 861 while
first Platoon with Eddie Neas was on 861A. During our three (3) months stay on Hill 861, 1st and 2nd Platoons would rotate
between locations.

It was on Hill 861A were Cpl. Eddie Neas received his Third (3rd) and final Purple Heart and was evacuated out of Khe
Sanh never to return. He told me years later that he spent the rest of his Tour out of harm's way.

We were shelled regularly by the enemy and men were killed and wounded but we stayed on the Hill and ran patrols
everyday to the adjacent hills to find the Mortar squad that were lobbing the shells at us.

The Company CO Ray Smith got tired of the shelling and sent us out with orders to find and silence and destroy the
mortars. We did just that. We went out and hid and waited for the enemy mortar team to arrive and when they least
expected it we pounced on them and silenced the tube then destroyed it using incendiary grenades. The plan worked for
awhile but then the bastards came back with long range mortars or rockets that proved harder to find and destroy some we
did others not much.

We would stay on this hill for three (3) months without a shower or change of clothes. We didn't the stench because we all
smelled the same and the enemy could smell us because we smelled just like them.

Junior Vice Commandant

Colonel John M. McHugh Tuition Fairness for Survivors Act 2021

Members of MCL Slattery and any other 100 % Service-Connected Disabled Veterans whose dependents are
receiving VA Chapter 35 Dependents Education Benefits. November 30, 2021, the Colonel John M. McHugh
Tuition Fairness for Survivors Act was signed into law. This legislation enables those dependents who are
receiving Chapter 35 DEA Education benefits to attend any state Institution that is out of state at the in-state
tuition rate without having to be a resident. It effectively establishes only the in-state tuition rate to be charged

for those specific dependents.

For many veterans’ dependents, this opens the door to attend any State or Public University at the in-state tuition rate and
not have to pay the out of State Tuition rate. For many families with college age students, the out of state rate charged has
for years limited choices of which schools application was submitted to. Some Universities have out of state tuition mark
ups as high as 7 times the in-state rate for those that live there. No longer will Veterans’ Dependents that Qualify and
received Chapter 35 Benefits have to worry about the cost or residency attached for that rate. The Law becomes effective
August of 2022 for the Fall Semester.

To refresh what Chapter 35 is; The Dependents Education Assistance (DEA) program provides VA education benefits,
including tuition, housing and book stipends, to the children or spouse of a servicemember who is permanently and totally
disabled due to a service-connected disability, died while on active duty prior to 9/11, or dies as a result of a service-
connected disability.

I have attached an explanation of the Law. I was informed of this through My Gulf War Veterans Group. Please pass it on to
Veterans you come in contact with, who are 100% P&T Service Connected and have dependents eligible for DEA Chapter
35. (see next page)

Respectfully 
Stanley Zon 
L/Cpl. Robert J Slattery Detachment, # 206, Marine Corps League
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NEWS RELEASES 

Sen. Moran’s Bill to Expand Education Benefits for Surviving Family Members Signed into Law

 

Nov 30 2021: (L_R) Sen. Moran and Sen. Tester join Kelly McHugh,
daughter of Colonel John McHugh, at thebill signing ceremony in Washington, D.C. 

WASHINGTON – Today, the Colonel John M. McHugh Tuition Fairness for Survivors Act– legislation introducedby U.S.
Senators Jerry Moran (R-Kan.) and Jon Tester (D-Mont.), ranking memberand chairman of the Senate Veterans’ Affairs
Committee – was signed into law. Thislaw expands in-state tuition eligibility for the families of certain servicememberswho
died while on active duty and veterans who die from service-connecteddisabilities.

“Today we were able to deliver more certainty to families who lose a loved one dueto their military service,” said Ranking
Member Moran. “Military service is familyservice, and this country has made a commitment to care for the families of
fallenservicemembers. This sensible law will allow the surviving families of fallenservicemembers to receive the education
benets their family earned through theirservice to this nation and greatly lessen the nancial burden on their dependents,
toattend school.”

“Today marks a huge step forward for surviving family members in Montana andacross the country who will now have
expanded access to affordable, in-state tuitionin return for their sacrices,” said Chairman Tester. “This new law is a
testament towhat Congress can accomplish when we row in the same direction, and I’m proud tohave worked alongside
Ranking Member Moran and veterans’ advocates to deliverthis critical support to the families of our nation’s fallen heroes.”

“We can’t thank Senators Moran and Tester enough for their work in getting this billpassed,” said Kelly McHugh, daughter
of Colonel John M. McHugh. “Education wasimportant to our father, so having his name attached to a bill that will assist
otherGold Star families as they pursue their college educations is a huge honor.”

"TAPS is grateful for the passage of the Colonel John M. McHugh Tuition Fairness forSurvivors Act, which passed the
Senate in June and was signed into law thismorning,” said Bonnie Carroll, TAPS President and Founder. “The law will
ensurethat the over 150,000 Chapter 35 recipients will be able to afford to attend thecollege of their choice, by
guaranteeing in-state tuition for all surviving spouses andchildren."

The Dependents Education Assistance (DEA) program provides VA educationbenets, including tuition, housing and book
stipends, to the children or spouse of aservicemember who is permanently and totally disabled due to a service-
connecteddisability, died while on active duty prior to 9/11, or dies as a result of a service-connected disability.

While any veteran, servicemember or survivor qualifying for the Fry Scholarship, orany dependent using transferred
entitlement under the Post 9/11 GI Bill, is eligiblefor in-state tuition at any state school in the country, DEA recipients are
currentlyexcluded by law from receiving the same in-state tuition benet.

The Colonel John M. McHugh Tuition Fairness for Survivors Act requires public collegesand universities that receive GI Bill
benets to provide in-state tuition rates forstudents using DEA. Named after U.S. Army Colonel John McHugh, this
legislationhelps reduce the out-of-pocket education costs for surviving spouses and children.

U.S. Army Colonel John McHugh was killed in Kabul, Afghanistan, in 2010 while heand his family were stationed at Fort
Leavenworth. His daughter was attendingKansas State University at the time of his death. While children whose parent
diedbefore August 1, 2011 have access to both the Fry Scholarship and DEA, this lawmakes certain families, like Colonel
McHugh’s family, are eligible to receive the in-state tuition rate when using DEA benets.
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Sergeant Major Edward F. Neas, Sr., Ret. 

SEMPER FI


