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Detachment Monthly Meetings
1st Wednesday of the month - starts 1930 ***UPSTAIRS HALL*** at Post #155 American Legion Home 13-23 Legion Place Whippany
07981 phone# 973- 884- 2494

2018 Schedule
Nov 4th - Daylight Saving Time Ends Set clocks back one hour
Nov 6th - Election day
Nov 7th - meeting - 1930, Legion home Whippany, installation of officers starts 1930
Nov 10th - Marine Corps 243rd Birthday
Nov 11th - Veterans day we meet at Legion Post 155 for Veterans Day Ceremony with members of the Legion and VFW, Commandant
Tom Miller, participates with the commanders of the Legion and VFW in the ceremony
Nov 22nd - Thanksgiving Day
Dec 5th - meeting - 1930, Legion home Whippany, note regular meetings start at 1930 sharp
Dec 7th - 1900 - Pearl Harbor Day Ceremony we join with Legion & VFW members, guests at the legion for a very nice candle lighting
ritual &, taps with light refreshments to follow the conclusion of the ceremony

EMS Council of NJ Toys for Tots

Note they had M.A.S.H as the theme so we are in the Korean gear. We got in about 150 toys.
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This Month in USMC History
NOVEMBER
1 November 1983: 300 Marines of the 22d Marine Amphibious Unit staged an amphibious and helicopter landing on the island of
Carriacou, 15 miles northeast of Grenada, in a search for Cuban military installations or personnel. 17 Grenadian soldiers were
captured, and arms, ammunition, and training sites were found. The next day the 22d MAU left the Caribbean area and
proceeded to Beirut, Lebanon to replace the 24th MAU.
8 November 1990: President Bush announced that he planned to add more than 200,000 U.S. troops to those already deployed
in Operation Desert Shield in the Persian Gulf area. The number of Marines in the area would be doubled by the addition of II
MEF units from the Corps' east coast bases, and the 5th MEB from California. Within the next two months, Marine strength in the
objective area would increase to nearly 90,000 Marines.
10 November 1921: This date marked the first formal commemoration of the birthday of the Marine Corps as 10 November. On
21 October 1921, Maj Edwin McClellan, OIC of the Historical Section, HQMC, sent a memo to MajGen Commandant John A.
Lejeune, suggesting that the original birthday of 10 November 1775 be declared a Marine Corps holiday to be celebrated
throughout the Corps. Accordingly, on 1 Nov 1921, Gen Lejeune issued Marine Corps Order No. 47 summarizing the history,
mission, and tradition of the Corps, and directed that it be read to every command each 10 November.
13 November 1982: The Vietnam Veterans Memorial, containing the names of more than 13,000 Marines who lost their lives in
Vietnam, was dedicated this date at the Memorial site in Washington, D.C. The dedication and parade that preceded it were part
of a week-long National Salute to Vietnam Veterans.
17 November 1918: The 4th Marine Brigade, as part of the 2d Division, American Expeditionary Force, began its march to the
Rhine River, passing through Belgium and Luxembourg, as part of the American forces occupying a defeated Germany.
20 November 1943: The 2d Marine Division, commanded by Major General Julian C. Smith, landed on Betio Island, Tarawa Atoll,
Gilbert Islands. After seventy-six hours of bitter fighting during which almost 1,000 Marines died, and more than 2,000 were
wounded, MajGen Smith declared the island secure.
24 November 1992: Marines lowered the flag at Subic Bay, U.S. Naval Facility, Republic of the Philippines, for the last time
during ceremonies to turn over the facility to the government of the Philippines. The withdrawal ended almost a century of U.S.
presence in that nation.
25 November 1968: The conclusion of Operation Lancaster II ended 10 months of action against the Viet Cong and North
Vietnamese Army troops in the west-central sector of the demilitarized zone region. Over 1,800 enemy were killed, 42 captured,
and 913 weapons seized during the operation.
27 November 1950: In a carefully planned assault, eight Chinese Communist divisions in Korea launched a massive attack which
had as its expressed purpose, the destruction of the 1st Marine Division. This action led to the successful southward Marine
Corps attack out of the Changjin (Chosin) Reservoir to the coastal port of Hungnam.

Wounded Warrior Hunt
I attended today’s luncheon and
represented Legacy of a Hero and
the Slattery Detachment. The
donation checks for both
organizations were mailed out so no
checks were presented. The check
from the Marines Care Foundation
was for $900. Legacy Of A Hero,
The L/Cpl Chris Cosgrove, III
Foundation, also made a donation.
The luncheon and hunt was
attended by 9 veterans and
members of the Picatinny Wounded
Warrior Hunt; some of which also
work at Picatinny Arsonal. The 3
wounded veterans below also
attended:
James Wejsa who organized the hunt is the Chief at the Pyrotechnic Technology & Prototyping Division at
Picatinny Arsonal. On behalf of both our organizations, I accepted a presentation from James. James
attended our last Detachment meeting and spoke about the event. He would like to attend again in
November and share the results of the hunt and to personally thank Legacy of a Hero and our Detachment
for the donations.
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Student Veterans honored Chris with this mural

Yesterday was NJ's Run for the Fallen. I believe it was two years ago that the organizers of the event
called to ask us if we were Ok if they moved Chris' marker to the campus of Monmouth University since
Chris graduated there in 2005. The marker is behind the Student Center. Inside the Student Center is an
area for students who are Veterans. Yesterday, the student Veterans honored Chris with this mural.

My Last Comments by Eddie Neas
At the next meeting on 7 November, I will turn over the Detachment Commandants billet to a fellow Viet
Nam Veteran Tom Miller. The past year as your Commandant has been a little tough, but mostly
rewarding. Trying to get members to volunteer for the various activities and functions we do throughout the
year has not gone as well as I would have liked. The same members still volunteer, but we need new
members to move into the future. There is a lot of good we do and most never get to see it in person. All
you do is hear about it at the meeting, eat a slice of pizza and go home. We are More than that. We get
almost 30 members at each meeting. All you have to do, is VOLUNTEER for one event and it will help the
Detachment.Remember the motto, "GUNG HO". It means "Working Together" and it was adopted by U.S.
Marines. So lets get on board and do it as a Detachment.
On 10 November the Marine Corps will celebrate the 243rd Birthday of our Corps. The following day we
celebrate Veteran's Day. Remember all those who have worn the uniform in the past, the present and
those who will wear it in the future; and let's not forget those men and women who no longer can.
Semper Fidelis, Neas Out.
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The Creation of the USS Forestall, II
I’d like to share a story with you all, a personal story of Patriotism. For those of you who know me, perhaps
you may have noticed that I have a great sense of pride for our great country, and for those who have
served. I am not a Marine, I am not a Veteran and I am not a writer. I am an immigrant, who, in every
sense of the word, is an American, a proud one at that. After retiring my job as a florist, I became a proud
member of Operation Jersey Cares which led me to become an Associate member of the L/CPL Robert J.
Slattery MCL and to join in the many fine events the League does to “Pay it forward”.
So where is this story going? I’d like to tell you about my father, Manfred Kirchner who immigrated to the
US in 1962 from Germany. His passion to start a new life with his young family was ignited after
befriending US Army Colonel Virgil Daley, a Chaplain and his family, who were stationed in Germany. Their
friendship was instantaneous and lasted a lifetime. My father’s initial intention was to join the US Air Force,
however was denied because he had a wife and child. However, plan B was such that he had a sponsor,
got a job, bought a car, rented a house and only after establishing himself, sent for me and my mother,
Brigitte, months later. We arrived in the NYC harbor on board the RMS Hanseatic in August 1963.

My father, who was trained as a tool and die maker, became inspired to make a ship model while installing
flame cutting machinery in the Naval shipyards of Newport News, VA. With that, he began his project in
1967, constructing a working model of the USS Forestall from scratch, using plans from a 1/200 scale
model. Every detail was thought out, planned and meticulously implemented. His 15 job relocations
consumed so much of his free time that he did not complete his labor of love until 2011. On his 72nd
Birthday, on the shores of Lake Norman NC, in front of 150 friends and family, the USS Forrestal II was
finally christened and launched. She sailed proudly and stoically, without fail, as her “captain” looked on.
Mission Accomplished!
On a side note, I am proud to say that my father’s one and only grandson, Steven Weippert, is currently a
captain in our US Air Force. Bravo.....
Monika Flaherty
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20th Annual Wrobo Run Jefferson Township 5K Race/Walk

One team one fight
Yesterday we had the honor of doing the color guard for the 20th Annual Wrobo Run Jefferson Township
5K Race/Walk. All the proceeds going to the Blue Star Mother's of America and a scholarship honoring
students graduating from Jefferson Township High School. This race was sponsored by the Junior
Woman's Club of Jefferson Township great job.

NJ206 Visitor
Heather Goldberg is a former Navy Lieutenant Commander.
She has worked at the Walter Reed National Military Medical
Center in Bethesda as a Psychologist.
She currently works at the VA Hospital in East Orange as a
Compensation & Pension Psychologist.
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MOH CEREMONY FOR SGT MAJOR CANLEY
WHAT A GREAT DAY!
IT WAS A GREAT HONOR GOING TO THE WHITE
HOUSE FOR THE MOH CEREMONY FOR SGT
MAJOR CANLEY
"It’s not about me. It’s
about the Marines who
didn’t receive the
appropriate recognition
when we got home.”
-Sergeant Major John L. Canley, USMC, Ret. MOH Recipient, 17OCT18.
On 31JAN68, Canley was suddenly called upon
for a job that he never expected to have. With his
company commander severely wounded as his
unit made its way toward the besieged city of Hue
in northern South Vietnam, then Gunnery Sgt.
Canley took control of Alpha Company, a job
typically reserved for a commissioned officer.
For the next six days, Canley led the unit as it charged into the city to
pry it from North Vietnamese & Viet Cong forces who had captured it
during the unanticipated Tet Offensive. In the midst of one of the most
ferocious fights of the Vietnam War, Canley organized assaults on
enemy positions, engaging countless enemy fighters as his team
retook buildings in Hue City. Twice, the noncommissioned officer
braved fire to scale a wall in “full view of the enemy to pick up
wounded Marines and carry them to safety.”
President Trump remarked Canley had personally saved the lives of
over 20 Marines during the “house-to-house, very vicious, very hard
combat.” “In one instance after
another, John risked his own life to
save his Marines,” the president
said. “He just continued to face the
enemy with no regard for his own
life.”

Continued on Page 8
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MOH CEREMONY FOR SGT MAJOR CANLEY Continued
The week of October 15th I was honored to attend the Medal
of Honor Ceremony for SgtMaj John L Canley who was my
Company Gunny with Alpha 1/1 when I was in Viet Nam. 50
years later he is awarded the Medal of Honor for his bravery
and leadership he showed on the battle field in Hue City in
February of 1968. 37 members of 1st Battalion, 1st Marines
were in attendance for the ceremonyat the White House with
President Trump, the Pentagon and Marine Barracks at 8th& I.
Two family members of those KIA in the battle were also with
us. Mrs. Dolia Gonzalez mother of Sgt Alfredo Gonzalez who
was KIA on 4 February in Hue City and is also the recipient of the Medal of Honor. Henry Murphy whose
brother Major Walter M Murphy was KIA on 31 January was also in attendance.
An unbelievable week meeting with and catching up with Marines and Corpsman who served with each
other 50 years ago. Some have not seen each other since we all left Viet Nam. It was a week I shall never
forget
Links with photos: ABC TV - Sgt Maj Canley ~ www.mclslatterydet web photos ~ Mario Monaco Facebook ~ SgtMaj. Canley visual asset ~ www.marines.mil/moh

Hurricane Assistance Again
Slattery Will Be Assisting N. Carolina & Florida Detachments. Tom Miller and the Slattery Detachment’s Marines Care is working on
helping needy detachments dealing with the recent September (Hurricane Florence) and October (Hurricane Michael) hurricanes.
Hurricane Florence made landfall at 7:15 am Friday (Sept. 14) near Wrightsville Beach, North Carolina. Though the storm had been
downgraded to a Category 1 late Thursday, the National Hurricane Center continued to warn residents in its path of life-threatening storm
surge, heavy rainfall, and catastrophic freshwater flooding.
Observers reported maximum sustained winds of around 90 mph as of 8 a.m. Friday, with hurricane-force winds extending up to 80 miles
from the storm’s center and tropical storm-force winds up to 195 miles from the center.
More than 10 million people were under hurricane watches or warnings and 1.7 million had been ordered to evacuate the coast.
Despite the slight downgrade in wind speed, Hurricane Florence battered the Carolina coast with storm surge of up to 13 feet and dump up
to 40 inches of rain as its path travels inland and down the coast.
Hurricane Florence was a powerful and long-lived Cape Verde hurricane that caused catastrophic damage in the Carolinas in September
2018, primarily as a result of freshwater flooding.
We are working with North Carolina State Commandant Jeff Jones and finalization of which detachments will be assisted is expected to be
determined by November 1st. The severity of Hurricane Michael make the assistance job many times more difficult.
Hurricane Michael roared ashore Wednesday (October 10) as the strongest hurricane ever to come ashore along the Florida Panhandle in
records dating back to 1851.
Hurricane Michael made landfall near Mexico Beach, Florida, around noon local time on Wednesday as a Category 4 hurricane with 155
mph winds. That made it the third-strongest hurricane in history to make landfall in the continental US. The small town of about 1,000 was
under mandatory evacuation, but 285 people decided to stay behind, officials said.
The storm had moved toward Georgia and Alabama by the evening, the first Category 3 hurricane to hit Georgia since 1898. Though its
strength had decreased, the risk of damage from high winds and heavy rains remained across wide swaths of the Southeast.
Tom has been working with Florida State Commandant George LaMont on helping to assist Slattery in getting in contact with the various
detachment Commandants. This is nothing new in the working with Commandant LaMont as he worked with him last year after Hurricane
Irma hit the Florida Keys hard and then moved up into the state.
At the time of the newsletter printing the number of detachments in North Carolina that will need assistance, according to phone call
responses, are maybe 3 or 4. Yes, there is a lot of flood damage, but the commandants say they can handle it.
Florida is another story. The storm was so severe that getting in touch of those detachment commandants affected will take a bit longer. It
is expected that the total assistance will equal or exceed last years totals. Time will tell and we will have a better handle on it by midNovember.
Semper Fi, Tom Miller

