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Detachment Monthly Meetings
1st Wednesday of the month - starts 1930 ***UPSTAIRS HALL*** at Post #155 American Legion Home
13-23 Legion Place Whippany 07981 phone# 973- 884- 2494

2018 Schedule
Jun 6th - meeting - 1930, Legion home Whippany, note regular meetings start at 1930 sharp
Jun 14th - Flag day flag retirement ceremony at Legion post home starts at dusk we participate with the
Legion, VFW, boy scouts and other service organizations in the very impressive brief ceremony light
refreshments follow at the conclusion of the ceremony
June 30th - 0900/1600 Marine Rose Fund raiser event Shoprite West Caldwell event coordinators Bob
Stalzer, Doug Huber
July 11th - meeting - 1930, Legion home Whippany, note regular meetings start at 1930 sharp, also
holiday
Aug 1st - meeting - 1930, Legion home Whippany, note regular meetings start at 1930 sharp, nomination
of officers
Sept 5th - meeting - 1930, Legion home Whippany, note regular meetings start at 1930 sharp, election of
officers
Oct 3rd - meeting - 1930, Legion home Whippany, note regular meetings start at 1930 sharp, installation
of officers
Nov 7th - meeting - 1930, Legion home Whippany, note regular meetings start at 1930 sharp
Nov 10th - USMC Birthday
Dec 5th - meeting - 1930, Legion home Whippany, note regular meetings start at 1930 sharp
Dec 7th - 1900 - Pearl Harbor Day Ceremony we join with Legion & VFW members, guests at the legion
for a very nice candle lighting ritual &, taps with light refreshments to follow the conclusion of the
ceremony
Chucky Blazures Lunch Bunch Skuttlebutt!
Chucky Blazure's Lunch Bunch Luncheons for 2018 3rd Thursdays of each month at 1200
2018
21- June at Charlotte's Web

Guarding the Gates of Heaven
April 2018 Marine Clark Hinkley reported to his new duty station joining his fellow
Marines guarding the gates of Heaven.

Thanks to Contributors
Thanks to the following contributors to this months newsletter Eddie Neas, Tom Miller Mike McCorry, Mario Monaco
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This Month in USMC History
JUNE
2 June 1918: At dawn on this date, the crack German 28th Division attacked along the axis of the
Paris-Metz road hitting the American 2d Division, including the 4th Marine Brigade. The Marines
opened with deadly rifle fire and helped hand the German troops a setback which set the stage for
Marine victory at Belleau Wood which would soon follow, although at great cost.
8 June 1995: A Marine tactical recovery team from the 24th Marine Expeditionary Unit stationed on
board the USS Kearsarge rescued a downed U.S. pilot, Captain Scott O'Grady, USAF, from
Bosnian-Serb territory in Bosnia.
10 June 1898: The First Marine Battalion, commanded by LtCol Robert W. Huntington, landed on
the eastern side of Guantanamo Bay, Cuba. The next day, Lt Herbert L. Draper hoisted the
American flag on a flag pole at Camp McCalla where it flew during the next eleven days. LtCol
Huntington later sent the flag with an accompanying letter to Colonel Commandant Charles
Heywood noting that "when bullets were flying, ...the sight of the flag upon the midnight sky has
thrilled our hearts."
12 June 1961: President John F. Kennedy signed a Presidential Proclamation calling for the
American flag to be flown at the Marine Corps War Memorial in Arlington, Virginia, "at all times
during the day and night." Discussions between the Attorney General's office and Marine Corps
officials earlier in 1961 on improving the visibility and appearance of the monument led to the
proposal to fly the Flag continuously, which by law could only be done by Congressional legislation
or by Presidential proclamation.
15 June 1944: Preceded by naval gunfire and carrier air strikes, the V Amphibious Corps assaulted
the west coast of Saipan, Marianas Islands. By nightfall, the 2d and 4th Marine Divisions, moving
against heavy opposition, had established a beachhead 10,000 yards wide and 1,500 yards deep.
20 June 1993: The 24th Marine Expeditionary Unit returned to Mogadishu, Somalia, to stand ready
to assist United Nations forces in maintaining peace in the war-torn country. Earlier that month, the
24th MEU had been ordered to cut short Exercise Eager Mace 93-2 in Kuwait to respond to
possible contingency operations in Somalia.
25 June 1950: Shortly before dawn, eight divisions of the North Korean People's Army crossed the
38th Parallel and invaded the Republic of Korea. Within three days, the South Korean capital city of
Seoul had been captured. On 30 June, President Harry S. Truman ordered a naval blockade of the
Korean coast and authorized the sending of U.S. ground troops to Korea. Two days later, General
Douglas MacArthur, the Commander in Chief Far East, formally requested that a Marine regimental
combat team be deployed to the Far East.
25 June 1966: In Vietnam, Operation Jay began about 30 kilometers northwest of Hue, and lasted
nine days. The 2d Battalion, 4th Marines landed north of the North Vietnamese 812th Main Force
Battalion, and the 2d Battalion, 1st Marines landed south of the enemy's position. Caught in
between the two Marine units, the enemy suffered over 80 dead in nine days of fighting.
26 June 1918: BGen James G. Harbord, the Commanding General of the 4th Marine Brigade,
notified American Expeditionary Force Headquarters that Belleau Wood was "now U.S. Marine
Corps entirely." After 20 days of combat, and at a cost of over 4,000 casualties, the 4th Brigade of
Marines had proven its fighting heart. The grateful Commander of the French Sixth Army would
soon decree that in all official correspondence, Belleau Wood would henceforth bear the name,
"Bois de la Brigade de Marine."

2018 Board of Directors for the Marines Care Foundation
in memory of L/CPL Chris Cosgrove III
Mario Monaco - President
Dom Monaco - director
John Andrews - Vice President
Steve Bliss - secretary / treasure
Jim Loizides - director

Art Bowie - director
Bob Beck - director
Dave Katz - director
Eddie Neas - director
Don Patterson - director
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Commandant's Corner
We are almost half way through 2018. The summer months are coming up. Our monthly
Detachment meeting on June 6th is the 74th anniversary of the D-Day invasion in Normandy
France. I took this write-up off the internet describing that day.
“On June 6, 1944, more than 160,000 Allied troops landed along a 50-mile stretch of heavilyfortified French coastline, to fight Nazi Germany on the beaches of Normandy, France. Gen.
Dwight D. Eisenhower called the operation a crusade in which, “we will accept nothing less
than full victory.” More than 5,000 Ships and 13,000 aircraft supported the D-Day invasion, and by day’s
end, the Allies gained a foot-hold in Continental Europe. The cost in lives on D-Day was high. More than
9,000 Allied Soldiers were killed or wounded, but their sacrifice allowed more than 100,000 Soldiers to
begin the slow, hard slog across Europe, to defeat Adolf Hitler’s crack troops”.
Today, we as Americans, should pause and take a moment of silence to reflect and remember what
happened that day. Many of us have family members who may have participated in the Battles of World
War II. We even have a few Detachment members who were in this War.
Some of you may have participated in various Memorial Day ceremonies across the state to honor the
men and women who lost their lives defending the freedom that we all enjoy today. Personally, I was in
Washington, DC for Rolling Thunder and attended the Memorial Day Ceremony at the Viet Nam Veterans
Memorial Wall. I honored and remembered the friends I grew up with and the Marines & Corpsman I
served with who lost their lives in Viet Nam.
Don’t forget to keep in your thoughts and prayers all those Men & Women who wear the uniform of our
Military Services who are away from home in another state or some country around the globe; and don’t
forget those who are deployed all around the world protecting our Freedom for those countries that cannot
do it alone.
Let’s continue to support our Detachment and make it even better. Look to bring in new members so we
can grow. We all should be thankful for what we have and to enjoy our Family, Friends and the
Camaraderie of serving our Country and Corps. Semper Fi, Neas Out

One team one fight with Joe Piscopo

(L-R) Dom Monaco, Mike Piscopo, Joe Piscopo and
Mario Monaco.
One team one fight with Joe Piscopo to help support
the Marcia Dunn and Jonathan Sobel Department of
Neurology at Hospital for Special Surgery

Marines Care
www.marinescare.org

Slattery Det206
www.mclslatterydet.org

Dept NJ
www.njmcl.org

MCL National
www.mclnational.org

L/CPL Robert J. Slattery, Marine Corps League Det #206, NEWSLETTER, Jun 2018 - #5

Coins on Military Headstones Leave Important Message
COINS LEFT ON TOMBSTONES
While visiting some cemeteries you may notice that headstones marking certain graves have coins on
them, left by previous visitors to the grave.
These coins have distinct meanings when left on the headstones of those who gave their life while serving
in America’s military, and these meanings vary depending on the denomination of coin.
A coin left on a headstone or at the grave site is meant as a message to the deceased soldier’s family that
someone else has visited the grave to pay respect. Leaving a penny at the grave means simply that you
visited.
A nickel indicates that you and the deceased trained at boot camp together, while a dime means you
served with him in some capacity. By leaving a quarter at the grave, you are telling the family that you were
with the soldier when he was killed.
According to tradition, the money left at graves in national cemeteries and state veterans cemeteries is
eventually collected, and the funds are put toward maintaining the cemetery or paying burial costs for
indigent veterans.
In the US, this practice became common during the Vietnam war, due to the political divide in the country
over the war; leaving a coin was seen as a more practical way to communicate that you had visited the
grave than contacting the soldier’s family, which could devolve into an uncomfortable argument over
politics relating to the war.
Some Vietnam veterans would leave coins as a “down payment” to buy their fallen comrades a beer or
play a hand of cards when they would finally be reunited.
The tradition of leaving coins on the headstones of military men and women can be traced to as far back
as the Roman Empire.
While “Cleaning of the Stones” at the National Cemetery in Holly. I noticed a quarter placed on one of the
stones. Later I also noticed a nickel placed on another stone. I was so touched with this that I took
pictures.I googled about the coins, and found this out. I am very proud to share this.
A coin left on a headstone lets the deceased soldiers family know that somebody stopped by to pay their
respect. Leaving a penny means you visited.
A nickel means that you and the deceased soldier trained at boot camp together. If you served with the
soldier, you leave a dime. A quarter is very significant because it means that you were there when that
soldier died.
Despite the claim of this tradition’s dating back to the days of the Roman Empire, there’s no reason to
suppose that it does. A coin might be placed in the mouth of a fallen Roman soldier (to get him across the
River Styx), but the deceased’s comrades would more likely have been expending any further coinage on
a funeral banquet in his honor rather than interring it with his remains. Given the lack of documentation
attesting to the origins and consistency of this ‘tradition,’ it is perhaps best regarded not as an actual
common practice but instead as someone’s idealized legend of what should be.
Yet military folk do sometimes leave very special remembrances at the graves of deceased servicemen:
challenge coins. These tokens identify their bearers as members of particular units and are prized and
cherished by those to whom they have been given; thus any challenge coins found at gravesites were
almost certainly left there by comrades-in-arms of the deceased.
Semper Fi,
Tom Miller
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Marine Corps League Members Have Landed
April 28th, 2018: Over $5,000 in donations have been received to date from the seventh annual cocktail
reception fund raiser. The annual event, is sponsored by the Law offices of Geoffrey Mueller, for the
Slattery Detachment Marines Care Foundation Inc.
Great party and you know it’s a party when you have a 50 cal, 30 Cal, M60 with friends.
(L-R) Dominic Monaco, Geoffrey Mueller & Henry Zimmerman.

Semper Fi
PFC Derek Tulanowski becomes a U.S. Marine

Party last night for PFC Derek Tulanowski becoming a U.S. Marine. The family was so happy they had a
big party over 70 people at the event.
We had a flag raised and lowered on the United States Marine Corps war memorial and a gave the Marine
KBar. KBar was provide by Joe Leone (USMC & Nutley PD)
Semper Fi
Gunny
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Student Enlistees Recognized at Fairleigh Dickinson University

On a beautiful, clear Wednesday evening Fairleigh Dickinson University (FDU) gathered together
graduating high school seniors, their families, members of the various military organizations, friends and
faculity of FDU to celebrate "Our Community Salutes". This was the Second Annual High School Enlistee
Recognition Ceremony that the Office of Veterans Services (OVS) at FDU has hosted.
Gunny Mario Monaco and his brother Dominic Monaco were invited to show their expertise in organizing
the students for group pictures and their "grand march into the ceremonies". I know this didn’t please the
other services but then, if it was left up to them to do it the ceremony might never had taken place. Gunny
and Dominic have their own way of doing things and getting them done in a quiet manner.
There were about 150 enlistees from the various branches (Army 67, USMC 62, Navy 3, Air Force 5 and
NJ Army National Guard 13) and 40-50 members in rank from Sergeant to a one-star General who had to
be organized so it was a task. One of them was the daughter of Michael Rios, Kait Rios, from Clifton High
School. They were a pleasant and polite group.
Martha Papson Garcia and Jeffery Dunn of OVS co-organized a nice ceremony in the Italian Gardens next
to Hennessey Hall (The Mansion). It started with the United States Military Academy Regimental Brass
Quartet playing the National Anthem. Then the program with guest speakers and the recognition of the
2018 enlistees, the Benediction, retiring of colors and finally “Taps”.
The enlistees then came inside Hennessey Hall and had their choice of water, coffee or lemonade and
trays of various cookies before visiting 6 different tables with items for them in information about their
services. The Navy Federal Credit Union, USAA, FDU and Fisher’s Popcorn from Maryland had table as
well as The Slattery Detachment.
Tom Miller was there and passed out both the “Boots on theGround” and “Ambush” prints to each student.
At his table also we the detachment’s brochure and well as other framed prints. The students kept coming
and coming and the 150 prints were mostly handed out with the few remaining given to Martha to be given
to the dignitaries.
It was a nice gathering on a beautiful evening honoring our future military students. Gunny and Dom did a
great job getting them all in place.
Semper Fi,
Tom Miller
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Morris County American Legion gave us a check for $1,000.00
(Insert photos: Mario & Dom Monaco with Thomas Dresdner)
Thank you for all that you and Marines Care do for our veterans and
their families. The mission of Marines Care deserves merit and is
worthy of recognition.
Feel free to contact me anytime to discuss further. For God and
Country!
Respectfully,
Thomas Dresdner
Commander, Morris County Committee
The American Legion Department of NJ

On May 12th Marine Rose Outing

(L-R) Jack Brenneis, Denise Kay. Norman Nutt, Ted Jemas
At the Lake Hopatcong block Party LK Hopatcong unfortunately the weather was a cold rainy day thus
keeping the people attending the block party down to a minimum, this did not deter the volunteers
collecting donations they collected $600 in donations. Thanks to all the volunteers who braved the rain
and cold. Reported by Art Williams.

Submission of your photos and articles for the newsletter.
Thank you for sending in photos e of events please add the subjects names in the photo from Left to
Right we are looking for more articles & photos from our members about your experiences in the Corps.
Don-Pete this is your newsletter.

