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Detachment Monthly Meetings
1st Wednesday of the month - starts 1930 ***UPSTAIRS HALL*** at Post #155 American Legion Home
13-23 Legion Place Whippany 07981 phone# 973- 884- 2494

2018 Schedule
Dec 5th - meeting - 1930, Legion home Whippany, note regular meetings start at 1930 sharp
Dec 7th - 1900 - Pearl Harbor Day Ceremony we join with Legion & VFW members, guests at the legion
for a very nice candle lighting ritual &, taps with light refreshments to follow the conclusion of the
ceremony

2019 Schedule
Jan 9th - meeting - 1930, Legion home Whippany, note regular meetings start at 1930 sharp

Commandant's Corner
Slattery Marines,
As your new commandant I want to assure you that I will do my best to put this detachment
back to the way it was when Pete Gallo lead it. I will be looking for each member to do
something during the year, be it a few hours at a Rose outing; a trip with Dan to the Lyons
Nursing Home or help on one of our projects (newsletter, ad book, recruitment, Toys for Tots,
paying respects at a funeral etc.) that the Slattery Detachment is known for.
I will be looking out to assist you in any way I can. I will be sending out emails with pertinent and helpful
information in them for our different members. So, if your email address isn’t on the detachment list that
Steve Bliss is updating, send it to me and I’ll get it to the right place. Should you need a current
detachment members listing, please ask for it - tfmillerini@gmail.com and I’ll get the most recent out to
you. I don’t do Facebook and all those other things, just email. And, I only have a “flip-phone” with-out
“texting”.
I know with you and the current Board of Officers we can improve. To do this with them, we will need your
help. If you run into a Marine who lives in the area, give him one of our brochures and ask him to come to
one of our meetings (1st Wednesday of the month [1930] usually that’s the date except for holidays). We
are seeking new members to assist us in helping needy veterans in various ways, so when you can, do
your part. See Sr. Vice Norm Nutt for brochures and/or recruitment posters. We have several things
coming up so mark your calendars:
Dec 5th - meeting - 1930, Legion home Whippany, note regular meetings start at 1930 sharp
Dec 7th - 1900 - Pearl Harbor Day Ceremony we join with Legion & VFW members, guests. Meet up at
1830 in Slattery uniform (red shirt/black pants/red cover).
Christmas and Hanukkah will be upon us shortly and the board and I hope you and your family have an
enjoyable one. Merry Christmas and a Happy Hanukkah to you and your family. Don’t eat to much and
have a Happy New Year!
Semper Fi,
Tom Miller
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This Month in USMC History
DECEMBER
18 December 1965 "Operation Harvest Moon" As the operation was winding down, 2nd Bn/ 7th
Marines reinforced was going through a market town called KyPhu when the 1st VC Regiment
(consisting of 700+) reinforced ambush them. At first them had the upper hand but shortly 2/7 Golf
and 2/7 Foxtrot took over to win the afternoon battle. In the end 2/7 suffered approximately 13
K.I.A.s and 70 W.I.A.'s while the 1st VC Regiment suffered 452 K.I.A.s and an unknown number of
W.I.A.s. It was a "shitty battle" according to Tom Miller who was one of the wounded and had his
partner killed.
4 December 1950: LtCol Raymond G. Davis led his battalion into Hagaru-Ri, Korea after four days
of intense fighting in the mountain passes against a numerically superior hostile force. His battalion,
1st Battalion, 7th Marines, helped clear the way for the 5th and 7th Marines, and LtCol Davis was
awarded the Medal of Honor for his heroism.
6 December 1928: A small detail of Marines under Captain Maurice G. Holmes defeated
Nicaraguan bandits near Chuyelite. GySgt Charles Williams was mortally wounded during the
fighting. Capt Holmes was later awarded the Navy Cross for gallantry, and a posthumous award
was given to GySgt Williams.
8 December 1941: Japanese aircraft attacked Wake Island within hours of the fateful attack on
Pearl Harbor. Marines of the 1st Defense Battalion and Marine Fighting Squadron 211 resisted
Japanese invasion attempts for over two weeks before finally succumbing to an overwhelming
force.
9 December 1992: Marines of the 15th Marine Expeditionary Unit (Special Operations capable)
landed in Somalia kicking off Operation Restore Hope, the largest humanitarian relief operation of
its kind.
10 December 1995: In Bosnia, 22 Marines from Marine Corps Security Force Company, Naples,
Italy were among the first American troops to arrive. They provided the security for Allied Forces
Southern Europe headquartered at Sarajevo. About 2,500 NATO troops would be in place by 19
December taking on the task of peace enforcement in former Yugoslavia from the U.N.
15 December 1948: The Secretary of the Navy signed a "Memorandum of Agreement" with the
State Department which laid the basis for the modern Marine Security Guard program at U.S.
embassies throughout the world.
19 December 1972: The Marine detachment of the USS TICONDEROGA provided shipboard
security for three U.S. astronauts, Eugene Cernan, Ronald Evans, Harrison Schmitt, and their
Apollo-17 space capsule. The astronauts had successfully completed a (then) record lunar stay of
more than 75 hours.
20 December 1989: Operation Just Cause was launched in Panama to protect American lives,
restore the democratic process, preserve the integrity of the Panama Canal Treaty, and apprehend
dictator General Manuel Antonio Noriega. One Marine, Corporal Garreth C. Isaak, was killed and
three other were wounded during the operation.
23 December 1941: Japanese forces launched a predawn landing on Wake Island and Wilkes
Island, while their carriers launched air strikes against Wilkes, Wake, and Peale islands in support
of the landing force. After nearly 12 hours of desperate fighting, the three islands were surrendered.
26 December 1957: Twenty helicopters from Marine Light Helicopter Squadron 162, were rushed
to Ceylon onboard the USS PRINCETON where Marines participated in the rescue and evacuation
of flood victims.
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Picatinny Arsenal Tree Memorial Service

Picatinny Arsenal Tree Memorial Service. In response to the September 11, 2001 terrorist attacks on the United States, Picatinny Arsenal
honors the New Jersey service members who have made the ultimate sacrifice in support of the overseas contingency operations
beginning October 7, 2001 and ending on December 31, 2014.
Following opening remarks by Brigadier General Alfred F. Abramson III, the names of those who made the ultimate sacrifice, listed in a
photograph herein, were read by LTC Michael Cherry and LTC Patrick Farrell. It was a very moving ceremony and as the name of each
falling hero was read, the momentary pause after their name allowed time to register the fact that that person will never return to their
loved ones because they made the ultimate sacrifice so that we could be free.
Here is the assignment of Marines to the families: They will be escorting the families of fallen Marines.
1) SgtMaj Rubio or the I-I Major: 1stLt Jason D. Mann
2) GySgt Mario Monaco: Sgt Matthew J. Fenton
3) Sgt Domenick Monaco: LCpl Brian P. Parrello
4) Sgt Russell Csigay: LCpl Jeffrey S. Stevenson
5) Sgt Louis Gomez: LCpl Michael Schwarz
6) LCpl Henry Zimmermann: LCpl Phillip E. Frank
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December 7 at Pearl Harbor

On December 7, 1941, the Japanese launched a surprise attack on the U.S. naval base at Pearl Harbor.
After two hours of bombing, 18 U.S. ships were sunk or damaged, 188 U.S. aircraft were destroyed, and
2,403 men were killed.
Original watercolor by Tom Miller ~ Click image for larger view.

Dead Mans Curve car club NJ Toys for Tots

Toys for Tots. One team one fight. We got in about 300 toys
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Bio; Thomas F. Miller
Tom grew up in Milwaukee, Wisconsin and attended Washington High School before getting his draft notice on August
14th of 1963. Upon getting the notice Tom went down to his local Marine recruiter and enlisted for 3 years. He entered the
Marine Corps Recruit Depot - San Diego (MCRD-SD) as a boot recruit of Platoon 385, 1st Recruit Training Battalion on
13 November 1963 and graduated in January of 1964. He completed Infantry Training Regiment at Camp Pendleton,
California and was assigned to Basic Electronics School at MCRD -SD.
At MCRD, he was a private learning how to fix the various electronic equipment. After trying to get out of this boring MOS
for 16 weeks he successfully flunked out of the school in it’s 14th week (not an easy task). Tom was assigned to the
Second Battalion of the Seventh Marine Regiment at Los Puglas in Camp Pendleton, California. He reported to the
Communications Section of the H&S Company at Camp Pendleton in July of 1964 and was promoted to PFC. After a
basic radio communications school he was assigned to the 2/7 Tactical Air Control Party team along with 11 other enlisted Marines and 2
officers.
On 21st of May 1965 the battalion formed up and was transported to San Diego. After several days they boarded the USS Pickaway on
May 23rd. The next day we shipped out to Okinawa. Two-three weeks later they boarded the USS Okanogan (APA-220) and left for
QuiNhon, Vietnam where they landed on 7th July, 1965.
The 2/7 Command Post at PhuTai (4), where they were to be based was about 15 miles west of QuiNhon in an area, was used by the
French in the 1940's/'50's. He participated in numerous combat operations while in the PhuTai (4) area including clearing Highway #19 to
Pleiku for the 1st Cavalry.
He spent time between that main command post and HMM-161 at the airport in QuiNhon for the first month as the headquarters
communication link. After Qui Nhon, 2/7 moved to Chu Lai where they set up a new Command Post and acted as a blocking force to repel
any incoming VietCong attacks. There were many small Search & Destroy missions some of which he went on but nothing of any large
scale.
During the second week of December of 1965 (08DEC65 on), 2/7 set out on an operation called, "Operation Harvest Moon." The battalion
was beefed up with companies of other units. 2/7 had about 1200 Marines when they went north to Tam Ky to begin the operation.
It was a wet and “crappo” operation that saw an untrained and incompetent general officer in charge get relieved of commanding duties;
lots of beautiful scenery during the column march; “immersion foot” problems on many Marines and ambushes that took many good lives.
When December 18th came, 2/7 was ambushed and Tom wounded in a little marketing hamlet called KyPhu. After the battle was finished
2/7 had won the conflict but lost 13 KIAs including his partner Jack Swender. The VC/NVA lost 456 KIAs. The Second Battalion/Seventh
Marines would receive both the Presidential Unit Citation and Navy Unit Commendation for their efforts in this action.
Tom would be transported to Saigon and then to Clark Airforce Base hospital in the Philippines. After a weeks stay at Clark he was flown to
San Francisco and then finally to Great Lakes Naval Hospital in Illinois. He remained there until he was medically retired on the 31st of
March 1966.
Tom returned to his home state of Wisconsin and attended the University of Wisconsin - Whitewater starting in 1967. He became the “Floor
Co-ordinator for meetings” for the UW Whitewater Vets Club for 3 years and graduated in 1971 with a Bachelors of Science Degree
(teaching) in Broadfield Art. He married and moved out to Idaho to attend the University of Idaho in 1972 and graduated in 1974 with a
Masters of Fine Art in painting and sculpture degree.
Tom moved back to Wisconsin and bought a horse farm in Merrimac in 1974. In 1979, he had a son, Seth and 3 years later a daughter,
Samantha. In 1984 he founded and directed the Wisconsin Vietnam Veterans Memorial Project. The project would later be known as “The
Highground” and turn out to be the most beautiful memorial park in the United States dedicated to 20st and 21st Century veterans. It can
be found on the Web under https://www.thehighground.us.
Tom divorced in 1987 and moved to New Jersey to run a mail order catalogue business he owned. 1989 found him as an Art Director at
the training facility of Merrill Lynch. In1997 he started back to school at Fairleigh Dickinson University and in 1998 started in a Certificate of
Entrepreneurial and Business Management program at school. 1999 found Tom in several art classes and he has been in that department
ever since accumulating an equivalent of over 450 college credits (all colleges combined) and doesn’t plan to stop.
He married Rose Marie Sabatini in 2004 and they live in Whippany. 2008 Tom was made “Artist in Resident” at FDU. There he works on
creating art series dealing with eagles (10 pieces), butterflies (15), 9/11 (70) and Flags of Our Conflicts (60) in painting and ceramics.
In 2005 he was recruited into the L/Cpl Robert J Slattery Detachment and became an active member. He became the Detachment
Commandant in November of 2018 - call him “PFC Commandant” (Proud F Commandant).
Semper Fi,
Tom Miller
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Veteran's Day, November 11th, 2018
On Veteran's Day, November 11th, there were a lot of nice things happening to veterans across the United
States. Free haircuts, dinners and discounts were enjoyed by these warriors young and old. Around here
the veterans of this area started off the day either having breakfast at Friendly's or getting a haircut at
Great Clips or Super Cuts. It was cold and a little bit windy but bright and nice.
At 11am, 35 veterans and spouses met outside the American Legion Post 155 in Whippany for their
annual Veteran's Day Ceremony. The ceremony began with the Pledge of Allegiance and a prayer and a
moment of silence by the Legion Chaplain. Then a short speech by the Master of Ceremonies. It finished
off with speeches by Eddie Moscariello the Commander of the VFW, the Commander of the American
Legion and Tom Miller the Commandant of the Slattery Detachment Marine Corps League.
Slattery members who were at the ceremony and lunch consisted of Tony Oszmianski, Mike Dougherty,
Eddie Moscariello, Norm Nutt, Al Muzeni, Char Cosgrove and Tom Miller. Good turn out Slattery.
After the ceremony the American Legion hosted a lunch consisting of sandwiches of roast beef, ham
and/or turkey along with cheese, pickles, potato chips and other miscellaneous items. Many of the
veterans who were at the ceremony then went to Applebees, Charlie Browns or Arthur's for a lunch or
dinner. The day was a fine honor to our veterans local or a far.
Semper Fi,
Tom Miller

The Great War, or the War to End All Wars
Sunday, on the 11th hour of the 11th day of the 11th month, the
Memorial and Veterans Day Association of Morristown and Morris
Township gathered on the Morristown Green to commemorate the 100th
anniversary of the Armistice of World War I
The Great War, or the War to End All Wars, was the first truly global
conflict and the first war fought with modern weapons, giving rise to the
machine guns, tanks, gas attacks, and trench warfare.
The Morristown High School buglers started the program by playing the
national anthem. James Cavanaugh then introduced Stanley Kasiski,
commander of the 3rd Battalion, 112th Field Artillery, for the reading of
the names of the 26 Morris area residents killed in WWI.
The honor guard from the 3rd Battalion, 112th Field Artillery fired a
salute, as the Morristown High School Buglers played Taps.
After an introduction by Mayors Tim Dougherty of Morristown and Peter
Mancuso of Morris Township, Dr. Elizabeth M. Norman, PhD, spoke about the extraordinary contributions
women made to World War II.
Seventy nurses were captured when the Japanese captured the Philippines, and through their amazing
courage and persistence, all 70 lived to be rescued from the civilian internment camp where they had been
held.
Re-enactors dressed in uniform showed off some of the equipment used in the war, including gas masks, a
trench knife, and various rifles used on all sides - reminders that those who forget their history are doomed
to repeat it.
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Installation of the 2018-2019 Officers

The Slattery Detachment held their monthly November meeting at the American Legion on November 7th.
It started on time at 1930. There were approximately 40 members of the detachment along with 7 wives
and girlfriends plus 6 State officers in attendance. Right after the "Roll-call of Officers" the meeting was
turned over to the State MCL officers for the installation of the 2018-2019 officers.
After a brief speech about what is occurring with in the State MCL
the installation took place. A new Judge Advocate and a new
Commandant took their place next to the remainder of the officer
board from last year. Michael Dougherty replaced Robert Stalzer
as Judge Advocate and Tom Miller replaced Eddie Neas as
Commandant. They raised their right hands and repeated the oath
of office then took their respected places at the table.
The meeting went on in the normal course finally ending about 2015 with Eddie Moscariello winning the
50/50. After that, we were treated to a great dinner of salads, sandwiches, drink, and cake. The group that
assembled the food and drink were made up by John Andrews with sandwiches/salads from Longfellows
in Morristown, Eddie Neas with the "Happy 243rd Birthday Marines" decorated cake from Acme and Tom
Miller with the rest of the food and drink items.
The group finally left the American Legion at approximately 2200 after cleaning up.
Semper Fi,
Tom Miller

St. Gabriel the Archangel Church and K of C
One Team one fight. St. Gabriel the Archangel Church and K of C
donations Saturday, 11/17/2018, 200 boxes of product were picked up
at St. Gabriel the Archangel Church, Saddle River, NJ by detachment
member Sgt Monaco for Operation Jersey Cares upcoming packing
and shipping of items and product to our deployed military in time for
the holidays. Thank you to the parishioners of St. Gabriel Church and K
of C for their continued generous support for our Military deployed
around the world
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243rd USMC Birthday, Gov. Mansion. NJ

View 243rd USMC Birthday Photos: HERE
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243rd USMC Birthday, Gov. Mansion. NJ
The annual Marine Corps Birthday Cake cutting at Drumthwacket (the intern current Governor's Mansion)
was held on Sunday, November 18th in Princeton, NJ. The Master of Ceremonies was our own, Mario
Monaco assisted by the ever competitent brother of his Dominic. Natural progression of event started a bit
late upon arrival of Governor Philip Murphy.
A welcome by Lt. Col John Chacko Jr. was followed by the Invocation and then a Parade of Color Guard
from"G" Battery 3/14. The National Anthem was followed by Gunny Mario with the introduction of Lt.
Colonel Chacko Jr. After this ended the reading of the 13th Commandan, Lt. General LaJeune's message
and then the Birthday Message from our current Commandant, Robert B. Neller.
A special presentation was given to the distinguished guest followed by the Cake Cutting. That was
performed by Lt. Col Chacko and the oldest and youngest Marine. After that was finished Gunny held the
closing remarks along with Jack McGreevey, Marine and father of a previous Governor James McGreevey.
The program ended with the closing prayer.
The audience had available some delicious soup as the even was held outdoors in 40 degree
temperatures. After the ceremony the audience then proceeded into the mansion for a light lunch of
sandwiches, a mediocre macaroni salad, chips, a pepper dish, cookies and soft drinks or coffee. Cake was
available at the finish of the lunch.
Inside the mansion the guests could be heard to say, "Ahhh warmth." as it was delightful. Tom Miller gave
away free prints of his RECON drawing. the 22" x 26" prints were flying off the table for a period and a few
more were ordered as Slattery ran out of the 100 brought. also given with most prints was a request for a
donation to be sent to California to help the Marines effected by the Fires of early-mid November. I don't
know how many will comply but it was worth the effort.
Also for the amusement of the guests was a set-up of various types of vintage machine guns. A picture
layout and books sat on a table near-by.
Slattery was well represented by Mario and Dominic Monaco and Henry Zimmer (from West Hudson
detachment) in dress blues. Eddie and Linda Neas, Don and Nancy Campbell, Robert and Anita Dante,
Anthony and Angela Florentino, Lois Gomez and his bulldog "Caffe," Tom and Rose Marie Miller and
probably one or two the are not mentioned. Sorry about that.
The program started at 1215 and ended at 1430-1500. The 2.5 to 3 hours was an enjoyable time meeting
many influential guests and spending time with them. Oh yes, we also met the Governor.

L/CPL Robert J. Slattery, Marine Corps League Det #206, NEWSLETTER, Dec 2018 - 11

Hurricanes & Fires
It does not seem like over a year since the Slattery
Detachments "Marine Care" (M.C.) unit helped out
Texas and Florida after their disastrous hurricanes. In
2017, when Hurricane Harvey hit and caused
massive water damage to some Texas detachments
and Hurricane Irma hit Florida with the same results,
Slatterys Marines Care came to their aid. Mario
Monaco along with the rest of the M.C. board
members approved the checks that were cut to 3
Texas detachments and 5 Florida detachments. A good deed done with no problems.
Now, we are in 2018 and two new hurricanes hit the United States in force. Hurricane Florence came on
shore on September 14 near Wrightsville Beach, North Carolina with life-threatening storm surge, heavy
rainfall, and catastrophic freshwater flooding causing record breaking results. This along with the wind
damage caused many to loose everything. The Marines Care unit came with financial aid to several
detachments effected by Hurricane Florence.
Dick Schreck of Aiken, South Carolinas James L
Hammons Detachment #939 and a dual Slattery
member said those in South Carolina were alright and
did not need aid.
On October 10th, Hurricane Michael made landfall
around noon local time near Mexico Beach, Florida,
as a Category 4 hurricane. It roared ashore near the
Florida Panhandle, one of the most intense
hurricanes to ever hit the United States. With winds
as high as 155 mph, the intense storm slammed
coastal towns in the area, leveling buildings and
structures, flooding streets and leaving a trail of
destruction. One veteran storm chaser said that Panama City was so badly damaged it looked like it had
been struck by a bomb.
Upon coming ashore Hurricane Michael (the strongest hurricane ever to come ashore along the Florida
Panhandle) hit Panama City, Florida which took a "direct hit." The The Pops Sumner Detachment, MCL
#65 of Panama City took the brunt of it. There is a new forming detachment north of Panama City that also
got hit hard and these Marines will need help.
The storm then moved toward Georgia and on to
Alabama by the evening. It was the first Category
3 hurricane to hit Georgia since 1898. Though its
strength had decreased, the risk of damage from
high winds and heavy rains remained across wide
swaths of the Southeast. Needing help at the time
was Albany, Georgia due to the winds "totaling
out" businesses. so, they were assisted also.
I have been working with State Commandant
George LaMont to get the information about who,
what and where aid is needed. He has been a lot of help and it is expect that aid will be going to Florida
shortly.
Hurricane Help is being finalized
Continued on next page
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Hurricanes & Fires Continued
Now the Wild Fires
Now that we are finalizing the hurricane destruction,
along comes the wild fires in California. The State
Department Commandant Ray Valenzuela and I have
had numerous phone and email conversations but it
is far too early to make any determination about what
aid is going to be given.
Ray is also the commandant of the detachment locate
a short distance from Paradise, California, a town of
27,000 people that was totally destroyed and wiped
out as was the small towns of Magalia, just north of it
and Concow just north-east of Paradise. Add Parkhill
to the south-east and it pretty well wipes out a sizable part of Butte County There are reported a total of
7,700 structures destroyed in the area and the fire is not out yet. Some are their detachment members.
Harold Taylor, a Vietnam veteran, said, "We did not have 10
minutes to get out of there." He left with just the clothes on
his back. Most of the 100 people missing on one list from the
area were in their 80s or 90s and it is highly unlikely that
they made it out. Just a few minutes of hesitation was the
wrong choice and their route would have been cut-off.
At least 85 people are now dead from a Northern California
wildfire blaze known as "Camp Fire." Officials say they have
a missing persons list with over 993 names on it of people
who are unaccounted in an ever-evolving accounting of the
victims of the nations deadliest wildfire in a century. The
Camp Fire also stands as one of the deadliest U.S. wildfires
since the turn of the last century. Firefighting crews made progress amid concerns that the death toll would
rise as search teams work their way through the burned-out town of Paradise.
The Butte County disaster coincided with blazes in Southern California, including the "Woolsey Fire" and
"Hill Fire", which has killed at least three people, destroyed more than 500 structures and at its height
displaced 200,000 people west of Los Angeles.
It is expected that we will not have some closure for these
fires for several weeks as Concow, Paradise, Parkhill and
Magnolia are totally surrounded as of Sunday night. Here is
what is known so far: Of those killed, 63 victims were found
in Paradise, nine were located in Concow and four were in
Magalia, according to the Butte County Sheriffs Office.
Eight people were found in cars, one victim was found
outside a vehicle, 18 were found outside homes and 49 were
located inside structures. Nearly 13,000 structures were
destroyed, many of these were homes. 15,500 structures
remain threatened. Thousands of people remain under
evacuation orders. First responders from around the country
are helping battle the blaze. More than 5,600 personnel are
assigned to the fire, including firefighters from out of state.
When things quiet down, Slattery will assist with a donation to Ray. Right now things are too far up in the
air. They can use your prayers.
Semper Fi, Tom Miller

